
 
 

Union County Educational Services Commission 
High School Course Syllabus 

 

Title:   Personal Finance 

 
Timeline:  Full Year; 5 Credits 
 
Course Description: 
This course provides a comprehensive study of college and career goals, credit scores, savings, investing, 
insurance and risk management.  Students will participate in activities designed to develop their 
understanding of salary, taxes, and net monthly income.  Additionally, they will delve into all aspects of 
what it takes to build and maintain a realistic family budget. Through a hands on project, students will 
role-play as adults for the day, with an individual family composition, income, and career.  They will 
manage a household budget, making decisions around what they want and what they can afford.  They 
will also make use of a tablet for the day, experiencing hands-on learning in a high-tech environment. All 
of these activities will take place as they work with corporate and community volunteer role models 
who share their world of work.  
 
Course Outline: 

I. Personal Finance Strategies 
II. Career and Personal Financial Goals 

III. Spending Habits 
IV. Basic Economics 
V. Entrepreneurship 

 
Refer to the attached curriculum map for a detailed outline of course objectives. 
 
Curriculum Alignment: 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards - 21st Century Life and Careers 
 
Grading Procedures: 
 Do Now   10% 
 Participation  20% 
 Class Assignments 50% 
 Assessments  20% 
 
Adoption Date: 
  



 
 

Union County Educational Services Commission 
Curriculum Mapping Format: Personal Finance 

 

 Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 

Length of 
Unit 

8 Weeks 8 Weeks 8 Weeks 8 Weeks 8 Weeks 

Topic 
 

Personal Finance 
Strategies 

Career and Personal Financial 
Goals 

Spending Habits Basic Economics Entrepreneurship 

Standards 9.1.12.A.1 - 
Differentiate 
among the types 
of taxes and 
employee benefits 
9.1.12.A.2 - 
Differentiate 
between taxable 
and nontaxable 
income. 

9.1.12.A.4 - Identify a career goal 
and develop a plan and timetable 
for achieving it, including 
educational/training 
requirements, costs, and possible 
debt. 
9.1.12.A.5 - Analyze how the 
economic, social, and political 
conditions of a time period can 
affect the labor market.  

9.1.12.A.3 - Analyze the 
relationship between various 
careers and personal earning 
goals.  

9.1.12.A.8 - Analyze 
different forms of 
currency and how 
currency is used to 
exchange goods and 
services.  

9.1.12.A.6 - Summarize 
the financial risks and 
benefits of 
entrepreneurship as a 
career choice.  

Content Personal Income 
Payroll Deductions 
Spending Habits 
Financial Decision 
Making 
Financial Goals 
 

Bank Accounts (Checking and 
Savings) 
Stocks and Bonds 
Investing 
Real Estate  
Stock Market 

Goal Setting 
Career Goals 
Personal Goals 
College and Career Training 
Student Debt 
Credit 
Budgeting 

Income 
Taxation  
Three Types of 
Economies 
Business Cycle 
Personal Income 

Entrepreneurship 
Small Businesses 
Business Plans 
Advertising 
 
 

Skills Explain how to 
read and 
understand your 
paycheck 
Identify different 
payroll deductions 
from a pay stub 
Set financial goals 
Create a financial 
plan 
 
 

Analysis of the relationship 
between various careers and 
personal earning goals 
Evaluate the differences between 
savings accounts, stocks and 
bonds 
Explain how investing in real 
estate and business ventures help 
you increase your income 
Select a stock, research the 
company, monitor the stock over 
a period of 10 school days and 
report out financial gain or loss 

Identify a career goal and 
develop a plan and timetable for 
achieving it, including 
educational/training 
requirements, costs and possible 
debt 
Explain the difference between a 
need and want 
Develop a list of needs to live 
independently and determine 
the costs of these items 
Prepare a yearly monthly, 
weekly expense vs. income 

Identify taxable income 
and nontaxable income 
Differentiate between 
taxable payroll 
deductions and  
Identify the key 
components of and 
differences between 
command, market and 
traditional economies 
Demonstrate 
understanding of 
scarcity and how it is 

Identify the advantages 
and disadvantages of 
businesses 
Identify an idea for a 
business 
Analyze the role of small 
businesses in today’s 
economy 
Create a business plan 



40 
 

needed chart 
Discuss the importance of 
establishing good credit and 
how one is able to achieve a 
good credit rating 
Calculate interest rates on credit 
accounts 

addressed in the three 
types of economies 
Explain the four phases 
of a business cycle 
Interpret how these 
cycles can affect 
personal income 
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